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 In tandem with the recommendation of the Task Force on creating space and

catering for learner diversity, the committees on the four senior secondary (SS)

core subjects under the Curriculum Development Council (CDC) and the Hong

Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) have formulated

proposals to optimise the curricula and assessments of the respective subjects.

 The EDB conducted a questionnaire survey to collect views from the school

sector on the optimising proposals.

The EDB accepted the optimising proposals put forward by the CDC 

and the HKEAA Public Examinations Board. 

The optimising measures have been implemented from 

Secondary 4.

 Following the relevant announcement in the Chief Executive's 2017 Policy Address, the Task

Force on Review of School Curriculum (Task Force) was set up in November 2017 to

holistically review the primary and secondary curricula.

 The Task Force submitted the final report with the theme “Optimise the curriculum for the future,

Foster whole-person development and diverse talents” to the EDB in September 2020. The

report sets out six directional recommendations, which have been accepted by the Education

Bureau (EDB). These recommendations aim to create space to foster students’ balanced

development, thereby meeting future challenges and the needs of society.



AIM: CREATE SPACE     CATER FOR LEARNER DIVERSITY

Chinese Language

English Language

Mathematics

Citizenship and 

Social Development

To take an additional elective subject

To take Applied Learning courses

To study the 

Extended Part of Mathematics

To strengthen values education

To participate in life-wide learning 

activities and 

other learning experiences

Schools can provide 

more diversified 

options to cater for 

students’ different 

interests, abilities 

and aspirations 

through holistic 

planning of the

lesson time released.

With the optimising

measures in place, 

the four SS core 

subjects take up no 

more than half of 

the total lesson 

time.
Up to about 250 hours of 

lesson time can be released 
in the context of 
school planning
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OPTIMISING MEASURES: CHINESE LANGUAGE

課程

The Compulsory and Elective Parts 

of the SS curriculum are integrated 

to create space for students

 “Recommended texts” are provided 

for each key stage to further 

enhance students’ reading ability 

and language literacy

 Restructuring examination papers

The skills assessed in Papers 3 and 4 

are incorporated into other 

examination papers or the School-

based Assessment (SBA)

 Streamlining the SBA

• “Reading Reports” are retained

• The speaking assessment is 

incorporated into the SBA

Curriculum Public 
Assessment



LEARNING OF CHINESE 
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 

• The EDB continually develops diversified learning and teaching resources to
provide teachers with guidelines and support in respect of curriculum planning,
learning and teaching, and assessment.

• It is recommended in the final report of the Task Force on Review of School
Curriculum that the EDB examine the learning needs of non-Chinese speaking
students of diverse cultural backgrounds and consider whether, and if so, how
much of the literature and classics components of the curriculum should be
covered.

Self-learning resources: 

Education services for non-Chinese speaking students: 



OPTIMISING MEASURES: ENGLISH LANGUAGE

課程

 The SS curriculum is streamlined through 

integrating the Compulsory and Elective 

Parts

 Schools are encouraged to promote the 

creative use of language through language 

arts and academic use of language 

through Reading across the Curriculum 

and Language across the Curriculum

English-related Applied Learning courses 

such as Applied Learning (Vocational 

English) and Applied Learning (Translation 

Studies) are offered to cater for students’ 

diverse interests

 The design of the Writing 

Paper and the SBA is refined

Curriculum Public 
Assessment



OPTIMISING MEASURES: MATHEMATICS

課程

 Design remains unchanged

The choice of studying only part of 
the NFT is offered

 Students who have a keen interest in 
or good mastery of Mathematics are 
encouraged to study M1 / M2 of the 
Extended Part 

 Design remains unchanged

 students who have good mastery of 

the FT and perform well in the 

HKDSE* Examination can attain up 

to Level 4 (prevailing arrangements)

Curriculum Public Assessment

The Compulsory Part The Extended Part
Module 1 (M1): Calculus and Statistics
Module 2 (M2): Algebra and Calculus

Foundation Topics (FT) Non-foundation Topics (NFT)

Non-Mathematics-inclined students

General students

Students who have a keen interest in or need to learn more advanced mathematics

*the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education



OPTIMISING MEASURES: 
CITIZENSHIP AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

課程

 Remains one of the compulsory
subjects in the SS curriculum, taking up 
135–150 hours of the total lesson time

 Three themes in the curriculum 
framework:
• “Hong Kong under ‘One Country, 

Two Systems’”
• “Our Country since Reform and 

Opening-up”
• “Interconnectedness and 

Interdependence of the 
Contemporary World”

 Opportunities for students to 
participate in the Mainland study tour 
(no public assessment involved)

 No SBA (Independent Enquiry 

Study cancelled) administered

 Only one paper; the results 

reported as either “Attained” or 

“Unattained”

Curriculum Public 
Assessment



How can students make

the most of the released space? 

Take an 

additional 

elective subject

（including ApL）

Engage in 

more in-depth study 

of subjects

Study the Extended 

Part of Mathematics

（M1 / M2）

Participate more actively in

“Other Learning Experiences” as well as  

life-wide learning activities, and engage in 

other personal pursuits



STUDYING THE EXTENDED PART OF MATHEMATICS 
(MODULE 1 (M1)/ MODULE 2 (M2))
 Schools are strongly advised to schedule lessons of M1 and M2 within the

regular school timetable.

 Starting from 2024, the eight UGC-funded* universities will regard M1 and
M2 of the Extended Part as an elective subject in their entrance
requirements. In other words, Secondary 4 students taking M1 / M2 this
school year (2021/22) can benefit from the new arrangement and have
greater flexibility in programme selection under JUPAS#.

 M1 / M2 can better prepare students for university programmes
which demand more advanced mathematical knowledge (including
engineering, science and business). For certain university programmes,
M1 and M2 are given higher weighting in the calculation of admission
scores, or preference is given to students taking M1 / M2.

* University Grants Committee-funded 
# Joint University Programmes Admissions System



• develops students’ knowledge, generic skills, positive values and attitudes in
simulated or authentic contexts; deepens students’ understanding of vocational and
professional education and training and prepares them for further studies and work
in future

• complements other SS subjects to form flexible subject combinations and helps
enrich students’ subject choices

• Applied Learning courses are recognised as elective subjects, or considered for
award of extra bonus or additional information, varying by individual institutions,
faculties or programmes

• generally spans two school years at the SS level. Students can start the course at
Secondary 4 (complete at Secondary 5) or at Secondary 5 (complete at Secondary 6).
(Note: It is up to schools to decide what Applied Learning courses to offer and at
which year levels to offer.)

STUDYING APPLIED LEARNING
Diversified Progression Pathway
…On vocational and professional education and training, we will continue to promote Applied

Learning as a valued senior secondary elective subject by developing more diversified and

up-to-date courses, as well as placing equal emphasis on practice and theory to cater for the diverse interests

of students and facilitate their exploration of multiple pathways for further study and career pursuits.



STUDYING APPLIED 
LEARNING
Offering more diversified 
Applied Learning courses:

2022 HKDSE (a total of 41 courses)

2023 HKDSE (a total of 45 courses)

2024 HKDSE (a total of 52 courses)

Jewellery

Design in 

Digital Age

Digital Brand 

Communication

Multimedia 

Storytelling

AI in 

Business

Modern 
Southeast 

Asian 
Cuisine

AI and 

Robotics

Applied Learning 

(Vocational 

English) – English for 

Business Services

Korean 

Language 

and Culture

Practical 

Translation 

(CHI-ENG) 

2022-24 cohort（2024 HKDSE）Newly developed courses:

*NCS students meeting specified circumstances can also take one Applied Learning Chinese (for Non-Chinese Speaking Students) course.
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Applied Learning Courses: 180 contact hours

Applied Learning Chinese (for Non-Chinese Speaking Students): 

270 contact hours

• Applied Learning 

(Vocational English)

• Applied Learning 

Chinese (for Non-

Chinese Speaking 

Students)

• ……



PROMOTING VALUES EDUCATION



PROMOTING VALUES EDUCATION

Whole-school 

Approach

• learning and teaching of 
subjects in the classroom

• class teacher periods
• school-based personal 

growth education lessons
• school-based moral 

education lessons
• ……

• volunteer visits
• uniformed groups
• competitions
• school service 
• ……

• visits and exchange 
programmes

• field trips
• seminars
• activities of 

clubs/societies
• ……

• religious activities
• morning assemblies
• thematic weeks
• “My Pledge to Act”
• ……
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Key Stage 4 

(Secondary 4–6)

(Chinese version only)

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/moral-civic/Value%20Education%20Curriculum%20Framework%20%20Pilot%20Version.pdf


ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN 
LIFE-WIDE LEARNING

• provides an authentic setting for

students to gain a variety of

experiences which are difficult to

acquire through classroom learning

• in the process of experiential

learning, enables students to apply

the knowledge, skills, values and

attitudes through reflection to

accomplish tasks and solve

problems in new contexts

• develops students’ lifelong learning 

capabilities to meet the needs of 

our ever-changing society



ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN 
LIFE-WIDE LEARNING

Values Education

Participating in Mainland 

exchange activities

develop students’ respect and 
care for others, cultivate in them 
a positive attitude towards life 
and learning,  nurture them into 
socially responsible citizens, and 
enhance their leadership through 
various activities and service

help students develop 

different skills and adopt a 

healthy lifestyle to achieve 

whole-person development 

and develop lifelong interests

enable students to gain a first-

hand understanding of our 

country and its development, to 

appreciate and preserve Chinese 

culture, and to become an 

informed and responsible citizen 

with a sense of national identity

help students 
understand their own 
aspirations, needs, 
interests and abilities, 
learn more about 
work ethics and keep 
up to date with the 
workplace, and reflect 
on their life goals and 
career paths 

allow subject learning
to extend beyond 
the classroom to 
help students build 
up a solid foundation 
of knowledge



…

…PARENTS WORKING CLOSELY WITH SCHOOLS TO 
FOSTER STUDENTS’ WHOLE-PERSON DEVELOPMENT

18

 More understanding: learn more about how the optimisation of the four SS

core subjects can create space to cater for students’ diverse learning and

developmental needs and to foster their whole-person development through

the streamlining, restructuring and trimming of the curricula and

assessments

 More communication: show concern about school education by taking the

initiative to express views on and expectations of the planning and contents

of the school curriculum

 More encouragement: listen to children and understand their learning

progress and needs. Encourage them to select SS elective subjects and

participate more actively in co-curricular and life-wide learning activities

according to their personal interests, abilities and aspirations so as to

broaden their learning experiences



ONLINE RESOURCES
Related to Optimising the 

Four SS Core Subjects

Click here to watch 

the video clip

Click here to watch 

the video clip

Click here to watch 

the video clip

Click here to watch 

the video clip

Click here to watch 

the video clip

https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE+%28%E8%B6%B3%E6%9C%AC%E7%89%88%29+Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%28full+version%29+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_a5ghaydc
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE+%28%E8%B6%B3%E6%9C%AC%E7%89%88%29+Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%28full+version%29+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_a5ghaydc
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE%E2%94%80%E2%94%80%E4%B8%AD%E5%9C%8B%E8%AA%9E%E6%96%87%E7%A7%91++Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%E2%80%93+Chinese+Language+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_gsjs1l8b
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE%E2%94%80%E2%94%80%E4%B8%AD%E5%9C%8B%E8%AA%9E%E6%96%87%E7%A7%91++Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%E2%80%93+Chinese+Language+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_gsjs1l8b
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE++%E5%85%AC%E6%B0%91%E8%88%87%E7%A4%BE%E6%9C%83%E7%99%BC%E5%B1%95%E7%A7%91+Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+-+Citizenship+and+Social+Development+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_37lpupg0
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE++%E5%85%AC%E6%B0%91%E8%88%87%E7%A4%BE%E6%9C%83%E7%99%BC%E5%B1%95%E7%A7%91+Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+-+Citizenship+and+Social+Development+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_37lpupg0
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE%E2%94%80%E2%94%80%E8%8B%B1%E5%9C%8B%E8%AA%9E%E6%96%87%E7%A7%91+++Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%E2%80%93+English+Language+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_pjrn5yas
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE%E2%94%80%E2%94%80%E8%8B%B1%E5%9C%8B%E8%AA%9E%E6%96%87%E7%A7%91+++Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%E2%80%93+English+Language+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_pjrn5yas
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE%E2%94%80%E2%94%80%E8%8B%B1%E5%9C%8B%E8%AA%9E%E6%96%87%E7%A7%91+++Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%E2%80%93+English+Language+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_pjrn5yas
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE%E2%94%80%E2%94%80%E6%95%B8%E5%AD%B8%E7%A7%91+Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%E2%80%93+Mathematics+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_kvnwycgo
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E5%84%AA%E5%8C%96%E9%AB%98%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%9B%E5%80%8B%E6%A0%B8%E5%BF%83%E7%A7%91%E7%9B%AE%E2%94%80%E2%94%80%E6%95%B8%E5%AD%B8%E7%A7%91+Optimising+the+Four+Senior+Secondary+Core+Subjects+%E2%80%93+Mathematics+%28%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87%29/1_kvnwycgo


ONLINE RESOURCES
Successful Stories of Applied Learning 

Graduates (with English subtitles)

Educational Resources Online 

Platform: Learning and Teaching 

Resources Lists

e-Gallery

Celebrating our Students’ Success

EDB Educational MultiMedia Platform
EDB One-stop Portal for 

National Education

Prospectus for Applied Learning

*click the pictures to enter the related webpages

https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E3%80%90%E6%87%89%E7%94%A8%E5%AD%B8%E7%BF%92%EF%BC%8E%E5%AD%B8%E4%BB%A5%E8%87%B4%E7%94%A8%20(1)%E3%80%91%E8%AA%8D%E5%AE%9A%E5%BF%97%E5%90%91%EF%BC%8E%E6%93%B4%E9%97%8A%E7%9C%BC%E7%95%8C%20(%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87)/1_27iekizz
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E3%80%90%E6%87%89%E7%94%A8%E5%AD%B8%E7%BF%92%EF%BC%8E%E5%AD%B8%E4%BB%A5%E8%87%B4%E7%94%A8%20(2)%E3%80%91%E8%A3%9D%E5%82%99%E8%87%AA%E5%B7%B1%EF%BC%8E%E8%BF%BD%E5%B0%8B%E5%A4%A2%E6%83%B3%20(%E4%B8%AD%E3%80%81%E8%8B%B1%E6%96%87%E5%AD%97%E5%B9%95%E5%8F%AF%E4%BE%9B%E9%81%B8%E6%93%87)/1_9pj46d5r
https://emm.edcity.hk/
https://cbleportal.edb.edcity.hk/index.php?class=index&func=cate&selectlangtype=3
https://e-gallery.edb.edcity.hk/en/home/
https://cbleportal.edb.edcity.hk/index.php?class=index&func=cate&selectlangtype=3
https://erop.edb.gov.hk/en/CRC_Resources/Learning_Teaching_Resource_Lists
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/ref-and-resources/applied-learning-prospectus/ApL%20Prospectus%202022-24%20cohort.pdf


Examples of activities：
• “School Physical Fitness 

Award Scheme”

• “Pandemic Challenge –

Fitness Challenges at 

Home”

• Schools Dance Festival 

(New addition of 

“Dance for Health” 

category)

• “ASAP” Campaign 

Slogan Design 

Competition 

• “ASAP” Campaign 

Instant Messaging 

Stickers Design 

Competition

• Sharing Session by Elite 

Athletes

STUDENT COMPETITIONS 
AND EVENTS

GalaMusica．School 

Creative Works

Creative Infographic Design 
Competition on Applications 
of Mathematics for Primary 

and Secondary Schools

Chinese Classic Sayings *Chinese version only

Promoting Positive Values 

and Attitudes through English 

Sayings of Wisdom

*click the pictures to enter 

the related webpages

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/pe/asap/index.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/sow.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/ma/res/sa/MIDC.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/arts-edu/student-activities/gala-musica/scw/index.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/kla/chi-edu/chinese-culture/chi-culture-main.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/kla/chi-edu/chinese-culture/chi-culture-platform.html


INSTANT MESSAGING STICKERS

National 

Education

National Security 

Education

English Sayings of 

Wisdom Series

Applied Learning Series

Hong Kong Intangible 

Cultural Heritage Series

Chinese Classic Sayings 

Series

Embracing the 

Nature Series

https://emm.edcity.hk/instant_messaging_stickers

https://emm.edcity.hk/instant_messaging_stickers
https://emm.edcity.hk/


Thank You

The One-stop Webpage for 

Optimising the Four SS Core Subjects

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-

development/renewal/opt_core_subj.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/renewal/opt_core_subj.html

