
Refining the Liberal Studies Curriculum 

 

The three-month consultation on “Continual Renewal from Strength to Strength: 

New Academic Structure (NAS) Medium-term Review and Beyond” has just been 

launched. As the details of the suggestions for refining Liberal Studies has drawn 

some queries from the sector, brief clarifications are provided herewith:  

 

The NAS medium-term review started in September, 2013. On the premise of 

achieving the curriculum aim and rationale while maintaining the overall framework 

of the curriculum, the Committee on Liberal Studies comprising frontline teachers 

and scholars from tertiary institutions proposed a batch of recommendations for 

refining the curriculum. These recommendations are still undergoing consultation. 

Professional discussion and sharing, especially among the schools and stakeholders, 

are earnestly welcome. We will carefully collect and listen to such views as an 

integral part of our comprehensive review before formulating the final 

recommendations. 

 

4 Professional Principles 

 

In revising the “questions for enquiry” and “explanatory notes”, the Committee has 

abided by the following principles: 

1. To ensure that the expected learning outcomes appropriate to the senior 

secondary students can be achieved, the curriculum implementation experiences 

and the actual field practices of learning and teaching are to be taken into 

account. 

2. To keep up with the developments and changes of the society, the content and 

examples are to be kept up-to-date. 

3. To upkeep the curriculum design of Liberal Studies as an interdisciplinary subject, 

the “questions for enquiry” and “explanatory notes” are to be fine-tuned and 

streamlined so as to ensure a balance between the breadth and depth of the 

curriculum. 

4. To make the scope of enquiry more specific and focused, part of the “issues for 

enquiry” and “explanatory notes” are to be revised as appropriate. 

 

In fine-tuning the content on “adolescents’ participation in community affairs” in 

Theme 2 of Module 1, the Committee noted that the relevant content about 

“adolescents’ participation in community affairs” is being covered in Theme 2 of 

Module 2. The proposed revision in Module 1 aims at making the scope of enquiry 



more specific and focused.  

 

China has undergone rapid development for over 30 years since the reform and 

opening-up. As teachers find it difficult to handle the policies covering different 

aspects, it is suggested that focus be confined to particular issues to reduce the 

teaching load. With regard to the “explanatory notes” on “the legislation and policies 

with respect to international standards” under “Examples of the Central People’s 

Government’s responses to reform and opening-up”, the scope of enquiry is 

considered too wide for students to handle. Therefore, on the level of environmental 

conservation and cultural conservation, “in alignment with the national and 

international standards” is added so that the original “explanatory notes” on “the 

legislation and policies with respect to international standards” is now on the level of 

environmental conservation and cultural conservation. This is intended to make 

students’ enquiry more focused. Meanwhile, the “explanatory notes” on “building of 

the legal system” and “institutionalisation of more democratic practices” are retained 

and students may continue to conduct enquiry on these issues. 

 

“Quantifiable and non-quantifiable criteria”, which is the second point of 

“explanatory notes” under “overall national strength”, is deleted since the notion has 

already been carried in the first point: “indicators in the economy, military strength, 

science and technology, resources, governance, diplomacy and social development 

level”. 

 

Interconnectedness of Modules in Liberal Studies 

 

As mentioned in the Liberal Studies Curriculum and Assessment Guide, all modules 

are interconnected with each other. We hope that students are able to broaden their 

knowledge foundation through studying a range of contemporary issues in different 

contexts, so as to deepen their understanding of self, society, and the nation, as well 

as the natural and human world (Page 13). Therefore, it is not advisable to judge the 

proposed recommendations with sole reference to the modifications on individual 

modules or by merely weighing the percentages of the reductions. It is necessary to 

review the curriculum from a holistic perspective and conduct a comprehensive 

review by considering collectively all the recommendations as proposed in the school 

survey questionnaire.  

 

We will conduct briefing sessions to explain the recommendations to schools. 

Opinions of schools and different stakeholders will be collected through various 



channels and will be deliberated very carefully. The Committee on Liberal Studies has 

conducted over 10 detailed discussions based on the above 4 professional principles. 

After thorough deliberations, the proposed recommendations were arrived at in 

early September. We cordially appeal to different sectors of society not to politicize 

the professional recommendations proposed by the Committee so that the 

professional dialogue on curriculum review can be resumed. 


